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Our decision with regard to the value of training one of these
aspects need not necessarily apply to the others.
Montessori, as is well known, would deprive the child of his
fairy-tales and discourage him in his weaving of fantasies.
His delight in these figments of the imagination is a measure
of his immaturity; and the directress, since her object is to
transform immature beings into reflective adults, must en-
courage her charges from the first to "put away childish
things." Myths and fairy-tales encourage the child's tendency
to live in fantasy 3 leading him to expect supernatural inter-
vention in the shape of fairy-godmothers whenever he is in
difficulties, and hindering him from adjusting himself to the
real world of fact. They are therefore to be condemned.
Her attitude reminds us forcibly of the psycho-analytic
doctrine that fantasies are to be regarded as compensations
for repressed tendencies, and that they tend to be regressive
in nature. Whether or not fantasies are morbid, however,
depends entirely on the degree to which the individual
habitually escapes into the world of imagination; a limited
amount of day-dreaming probably has a beneficial effect,
since it provides a cathartic outlet for tendencies which, for
one reason or another, cannot be allowed direct expression,
If the individual stands up to his task of confronting the diffi-
culties of life in a resolute manner his occasional lapses into
fantasy need not worry us. The psychology of the unconscious
merely warns us to look out for fantasies that are regressive.
Montessori is altogether too sweeping in her condemnation
of fairy-tales in childhood. We must distrust the logic that
would deprive our children of the joys in which we ourselves
have revelled and bid us look askance at a wholly natural
tendency. As Rusk says:
The proper defence of fairy-tales is that they form part of the
literary heritage of a people and as such ought to be known ; and
it may well be that the early years of childhood, when the con-
tradictions between the happenings of a fairy realm and those of a
causally conceived world do not press heavily, may be the most
suitable time for learning them.1
1 The Doctrines of the Great Educators, p. 5587.